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A fair Propofitivn laid down to argue from, (vit) That it is probable our Trade with 


ot Be 


France fhall'be more to cur Advantage than ever: Explained thus; 


That we {ball Export more. 
That we {ball Import lefs. 


The Probability proved to be Rational and Undeniable. 
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| HE laft MERCATOR Jaid down a Pro- 
~ pofition to argue froma on the probable Situa- 
tion of the’ Trade between Grear-Britain and 

France for the time to Come: (viz.) 

That its HIGHLY PROBABLE we {hall Trade 
with France Now, much more to our Advantage than ever 
we did before. ) 

The particular Intention of this Argument, is, for the 
avoiding Cavils, thus farther explained. Suppofe, for 
the fake of Arter the Ballance to lie which way we 
will: thus, SUPPOSE we were to grant-to the Oppo- 
fers, which yet we do not, that the Trade BEFORE was 
to our Difadvantage ; it fhall neverthelefs, on the foot 
of thefe Articles, when made Effectual, change that 
State, and be carried on for the future, wholly and _al- 
ways to our Advantage. Again, SUPPOSE the Ene- 
my were to grant to us, which yet they do not, that the 
Trade BEFORE was to our Advantage, it fhall NOW 
be more fo than it was before. 

This is laid down as fairly and as plainly as poffible, 
that Cavils and Triffing may be avoided; and, that the 
People may fee,who goés about to Deceive them, the 
MERCATOR, or thofe,who Oppofe him. 

To come clofe to the Mattet, and as direct as miay be, 
the MERC ATOR offers two Maxims in Trade. 
tvhich have. always been received as Fundamental in 
their place, and which are liable to as few Objections as 
any thing of that kind can be: And on thefe he fhall 
build what is farther to be faid. If they can overthrow 
the Foundation, the Building muft fall: Let them try 


their Skill upon it. 


1, CHEAPNESS and DEARNESS of any Commo- 


dity, not 2bfolutely neceffary to Life, altvays encreafes 


‘and decreafes the Confumption of it. 


il. No Nation does, or in Trade onght to fend for or 
buy thofe Goods from abroad, which they can with Con- 
venience make as good and as cheap at home. 


If thefe two Maxims are true, the ERCATOR 
pretends to prove. that for the future it muft neceflarily 
follow, that our Exports to France fhall be greater, and 
our Imports front France lefs, in time to come, after 
the Articles of the Treaty of Commerce fhall be made 
Effectual, than ever they were before, and by confe- 
quence the Trade be more to our Advaritage: And hé 
challenges all Oppofers to gainfay it, 

1. It is moft certain, that all our Imports from France 
will and muft be, by a great deal, dearer than they were 
before ; thar is to fay, hefore War and the Prohibition 
of Commerce (viz.) in the Year 1688, by reafon of the 
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high Duties, which are to. remain upon them more thari 
they paid at that time: which Difference has heen alrea- 
dy mentioned, and need not be repeated. From whence. 


it muft follow, that rhe ities to. be Imported can- 
& BEC , 


t 
not be fo great as betor’; BECAUSE Dearnefs leffens. 
the Costamprih. | : 

x x be enone fo fay, that we Pe tl 
port as much Fren Inés, When We pay 27 1. per Lom 
Cuftgm , as we did when it why 4d l. 10's. Oras 
much Brandy at 51. per Ton Cuftom and Excife,..as 
when it paid but 11. 10s. Ot as- many ree yee: 
Luftrings at 34 ss per Pound weight, as at 6 s 8 ds and 
the like of other Goods: If this is ngt fo, then itcan- 
not be true,that the Dearnefs leflens the Confumption 
wae is the at png Hg? Soya. che ceapel ' 

is is verified in part ting the genei - 

fumption of Wine in the Nation, if is evident : 
has not been an equal Quantity of Wine confumed in, 
the Nation fince the Price of the common D t¢ 
Wine rife from One Shilling per Quart to Two Shillings 
and upward, with what was ; bur the People 
whofe Purfes were fenfible of the Expence, foon felhin- 
to drinking Pale-Ales, Punch, and the like, inflead of 
Wine. And this may.be made appear by comparing 
the Quantities Imported in the faid refpective Years. 

2. It is likewife cegrain, that. all he Duties, which 
have been laid on in France upon our Goods, as well 
Manufactures as others, and upon SHIPS, ( viz.) 70 Sols 
per Ton, being by this Treaty of Commerce, when 
made Effectual, to be taken off as ‘fat back as the Yeas 
1664, which Duties were very confiderable, as_ may be’ 
feen in feveral MERCATORS already Publith'd; this 
Abatement of Duties abating thereby the Price of the 
faid Goods, and making therh fo much cheaper in 
France, there will of courfe be a Quantity de- 
manded, BECAUSE Cheapnefs caufes Confumption 

If thefe two Heads are noe right ftared, the MER-. 
CATOR will be very well contented to be fet night by 
any, that fhall convince him of the Miftake. If then 
Great-Bricain will Export more Goods to France, and 
Import fewer Goods trom France than fhe did before,, 
there muft be fomething wonderfully myfterious in iit 
the Ballance is not more in our Favour than it was be- 
fore; and the MERCATOR fhall wait with fome 
Impatience to heat what can obfttutt its 

The fecond Maxim in Trade is, That no Nation does, 
ot.in Trade ought to fend for, or bny thofe Goods from 
abroad, which they can with Convenience make as. good . 
~~ as Cheap at home. . Psi Fe “ 

f then it appears, upon Examination that feveral 
Articles of Commerce, ( viz.) Severat Manufattures of - 
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: Sis as Kid, is 


aface Mich Ne were wont to bring from France, are 

\ oft ly fertled among us in Great-Britain, that we 

never more Buy.or Import any of them from 
Arance: (. , é 


_ 


Zed YE it alto ears {that OF feveral other Manufaétures 
Y or Produce ie Franti the Ute is difcontinued ist Eng- 


land entifely, or by Reafon of fome Improvements here, 
the Demand feems pretty equal between Englifh and 
French, and thereby the Trade, as it were, divided:. , 

If it appears, that in other Manufactures or Produce, 
the Difference of the high Duties, whith axe to reinai 
by the Treaty, is fuch, as t6 givé the Adv to the 
Goods of like kind made oP eso, fo. thats erich 
cannot be fold upon proportioned Terms : 

If any of thefe Circumftances are our Cafe, it muft 
neceffarily follow, that cur Import of thofe Particular 
Species of Goods \from France! will be. lefs than they 
were before. = 

“Tt follows then, to prove that thefe Circumflances are 
in or Cafe ;,And: Firth, For, thofé Goods, which we 
have arrived to fuch Perfeétion ih, as chat we are fure, 
we fhall never Import any more Hom France, it will 
be neceflary not only to name fome of the Goods, but 
to fet down alfo the Quantity of them, which we were 
wont to Import from France: As, 

Glafs. 
; Hats. 

‘Of Glafs, theré was Imported if the Year 1686-7, 
1310 Cafes, Window:-Glafs. 
are 4534 Pieces of Glafs-Wares. 

“Every one of thefe Cafes were ufvally fold here, 
from three to fix Pounds per Cafe; and if we look back 
td before the Year 1676. we find near three times that 
Oiantiry “of Glafs Imported’ The making of Plate- 
Glafs, Window-Glafs, and Flint-Glafs in England, be- 
ginning about 168. to be Improved among us. 

“Hats ‘were Prohibited indéed, but were privately Im- 

rted in great Quantity, but now, are made fo good in 

ritain, as to be Exported, even to France it felf, in 
great yoos | : . 
~\® Kid-Skins,” “Chiefly for the Glovers Trade, are 
~\Pamb-Skins, § another Article. » 

‘Wir thé Years 1687, and 1688, Being two Years, were 
Imparted from France ‘Eleven hundred and eighty one 
thowfanid Kid-Skins, and mioré than’ Seventy thoufand 
Sheep and Lamb: Sitice’ this, the ‘Drefling of Lamb- 
proved in Britain, and the Lamb- 

ng from Scotland dre fo much better than the Englifh 
ot French, and come?in Free, that few, very few Kid- 
Skiiis are made ufe of by the Glovers. 
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Le ow ight Iron,’ Knives, Sciflars, Razors, &c. are in 


| 


im) 


the like Circumftance; and other things, too many to 
@iiierate here. 
The® Second ‘Article, which Diminifhes our’ Import 
9m France, confifts of fuch Things, as we Manufacture 
fe’now, which we ufed to Import, and may ftill ; which 
Goods, however we are not come to fuch a Perfection 
inthe making of them, asto be able to make the full 
Quantity, and whelly prevent their Importation. 
Thefe' are 
‘Sail-Cloth, 
Paper, | 
Vinegar, | 
»~ Malt and Melaffes Spirits ; and feveral other things. 
No Man can fuppofe, that we thall Import the fame 
tities of “Vitry or Normandy Canvas, ordinary 
Printiig Paper, Vinegar and ‘Brandy, when our own 
People make’ fuch Quantities ac home, and are encou- 
raged fill to: do fo, by the Duties on chofe, which come 
froin abroad.” | © | 
“The MERCATOR thalt not undertaké to fay, how 


s+ 


‘mticlr this {hall'abate; becaufe ‘he will nor be Subjée&t to 


the Cavile of thé Foolith; bue to mention them afunder, 
if the Quantity of Malt'and Melafles ‘Spirits, which are 
made itt this Natién, ‘and the Dury of 5 Pound per 
Ton 60 Brandy thal! not Ieffen the Importation frent 
whatiir*was, whieii very lictle of the fid Spirits were 








made, and when the Brandy paid but 30s. per Ton 
Duty; then is there no Rule, by which any Man can 
Argue, upon thefe Things. t 


Will any Man figgeit, that fince the Improvement of 
the Manufacture of Printing-Paper in Empland is fo 
great, that we hdd 120 Paper-Mills in bagiand fome 


Years ago more than were before the War ; there fhould 
fii be as much of that Paper Imported from France, 
for thence we ufed to have it, as was before ? 

The Makers of Sail-Cloth have very ill managed 
themfelves, if the fame Quantity of Virry, Normandy, 
anid Noyells Cangas, al be. Agporcl into England, 
asthere was before, when none\was made in Engiand: 
It is plain, that the Paper-Makers, and Sail-Cloth 
Makers have fo fupplied_ thé want of Printing Paper 
and Canvas during the War, when thefe things were 
Prohibired, that, the Quantity ferche from other Parts 
has been very fmall: We know by the Cuftom-Houfe 
Books, that of thefe two forts of Goods was imported 
from France in one Year, (¥iz.) 1686-7. . » 

191375 Ream ordinary Paper. + 8 
~ 1006400 Ells of Canvas, of the kinds above. 

So much of this «as our Manufacturers of Paper and 
of Sail-Clorh can make at home, fo much mufi the im- 

ort from France be leflened ; how mich that may be, 
et the Gentlemen’ concern'd in thofe Manuf.ctures 
fay ; it needs not thatthe MERCATOR ihould Ve- 
termine it. ” | . 

The like might.be faid of fundry other Goods, too 
long for us to inlift on here, particularly of the Scors 
Linuen Huckabacks, &c. made in the North, which 
mutt leflen’ the French Diaper, &c. 

The laft Head is of Alamodes and Luftrings, the Quan- 
tity of which was formerly very great; and, as the 
Weavers here confefs'd, mone can be brought hither 
but by Clandeftine. Trade, the Duty of inirty tour 
Shillings per Pound being to remain aiier the Treaty, 
which muft leffen the Import of the Fresch Silks a very 
great Sui. 

It was ufually reckoned, that the Alamodes and Lu- 
ftrings amounted to One Half’ of the whole Importation 
of French wrought Silks ; but we will fuppofe ir to be One 
Third: This Trade is wholly ftopt, (what is privately 
Run, excepted) not a Piece has been entered at the 
Cuftom-iloufe fince that Act. 

Let any one take this Article out of the Imports of 
Frerich Goods, and add to the Abatements in the tormer 
Heads; and, it they dare fpeak Impartially, let them 
fay, whether all together are not very likely to leiten 


our Imports from France in thofe Things One Half 
at leaft One Third. & > OF 


ERRATA in the Lif. f 
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Contents, lin. 9. for fhall take read [hall not takeN 
Col. 2. lin. 27. for Ten read Twenty. Ibid. lin. 35- for 
Ze read Trenty. Col. 3. lin. 2. after Year (2) tbids 
lin. 17. for the MERC ATOR tead by the MER- 
CATOR. | 





BOOKS Printed for W. Taylor, at the Ship in 
Pater-Notter-Row. 


(1) Poems on feveral Occafions: Written by a Lady, Author 
ot the SPLEEN, xc. (2) A Demonifration of the Fx- 
iftence, Wifdom, and Omnipotence of God; Drawn from the 
Knowledge otf Nature, ty ot Man, and fitted to the mean- 
eft. Capacity, by the Lord Archbifhop of Cambray, Author of 
Telemachus. (3) Boetius of the Coniolation of Philofophy, in 
Five Books: Made Englith, end Iluttrated with Notes, by ‘the 
Right Honorable Richard, Lord Vifcount Preiton. (4) The 
Lord Clarendon’s Hiftery of the Rebellion, &c. in’6 Vol. go 
Muftrated with near too Cuts, done by the beft Hands. (+) Mr. 
Archdeacon Hill’s Harmony of the Canonical and Apocryphal 
r pleat in AnGreseny: ont &e. Alfo his compendious 
peculations on Valid and Invalid Bape’ i actraing Sacer 
doial Remiffion of Sins. ; eae nian ae 
Ju publifh’d, 

M Emirs of Cotne TARIFE. Sold by John Mor- 


phew near Stationers-Hall. Price rs. 
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eT OG N BARBER, On LambethsHil, 


KE, at the Jemple-Gate. and 
( Price 3 Hal!-nence.) 
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